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as an accomplished actor and for his dedi-
cated advocacy for those with physical dis-
abilities. We send our prayers and condo-
lences to his family and friends. 

Proclamation 7829—Columbus Day, 
2004 
October 11, 2004 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The journeys of Christopher Columbus are 

among the world’s greatest stories of daring 
and discovery. His courage, optimism, and 
adventurous spirit altered the course of his-
tory. On Columbus Day, we celebrate this 
remarkable explorer and his contributions to 
the ‘‘New World.’’ 

In August 1492, Columbus left Spain and 
sailed into the unknown with the simplest 
of navigational equipment. The risks were 
great and the outcome uncertain. Yet, Co-
lumbus was committed to the cause of dis-
covery, finding a more efficient trade route 
to the East and advancing European civiliza-
tion. 

Today, Columbus’ voyages continue to stir 
our imagination and encourage us to explore 
new frontiers. His spirit of determination and 
discovery is a characteristic shared by the 
American people and is reflected throughout 
our history, from the Lewis and Clark Expe-
dition to the Moon landing and our many 
scientific and technological advances. 

Columbus Day is also a celebration of the 
many contributions that Italian Americans 
have made to our Nation. Every aspect of 
our culture, whether it be art or music, law 
or politics, reflects the influence of Italian 
Americans. On this day we also remain 
thankful for the strong ties between the 
United States and Italy and pay tribute to 
the courageous and selfless Italian forces who 
are helping to advance freedom alongside 
American and coalition troops in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

In commemoration of Columbus’ journey, 
the Congress, by joint resolution of April 30, 
1934, and modified in 1968 (36 U.S.C. 107), 
as amended, has requested that the President 

proclaim the second Monday of October of 
each year as ‘‘Columbus Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 11, 2004, as Co-
lumbus Day. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. I also direct 
that the flag of the United States be displayed 
on all public buildings on the appointed day 
in honor of Christopher Columbus. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., October 13, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 14. 

Proclamation 7830—General Pulaski 
Memorial Day, 2004 
October 11, 2004 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The story of Revolutionary War hero Brig-

adier General Casimir Pulaski is one of brav-
ery and sacrifice that helped to secure Amer-
ica’s blessings of liberty. We remember Gen-
eral Pulaski for his skill in battle, his commit-
ment to freedom, and his willingness to give 
his life for America’s independence. 

Born in Poland in 1745, Casimir Pulaski 
first gained distinction as a military hero 
while fighting to defend his native Poland. 
His reputation as a bold warrior and his dedi-
cation to the cause of liberty became known 
throughout Europe. 

Pulaski met with Benjamin Franklin in 
Paris in 1777 and agreed to join the Ameri-
cans in their fight for freedom. He quickly 
proved to be a gifted military leader and was 
commissioned as a Brigadier General. He be-
came known as ‘‘the Father of the American 
Cavalry,’’ recruiting and training a special 
corps of American, Polish, Irish, French, and 
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German troops who fought with great skill 
and success. During the siege of Savannah 
in 1779, General Pulaski was mortally 
wounded, leaving a legacy of heroism that 
continues to inspire people around the world. 

On General Pulaski Memorial Day, we 
honor a noble patriot committed to the cause 
of freedom, and we recognize the countless 
contributions Polish Americans have made to 
our Nation and our culture. We also cele-
brate the strong friendship between the 
United States and Poland, remembering our 
shared history and common values and hon-
oring the sacrifices of Polish troops who have 
served bravely alongside American and coali-
tion forces in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2004, 
as General Pulaski Memorial Day. I encour-
age all Americans to commemorate this occa-
sion with appropriate programs and activities 
paying tribute to Casimir Pulaski and hon-
oring all those who defend freedom. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., October 13, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 14. 

Remarks in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado 
October 12, 2004 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
It’s great to be back in Colorado Springs. I’ve 
come back to ask for your vote. I’ve come 
back to ask for your help in getting people 
to the polls on November the 2d. We have 
a duty in this country to participate in the 
democratic system. Remind your friends and 
neighbors about that duty. Get people from 
all the neighborhoods in Colorado Springs 
to show up to vote. Get them to do what 

all of us must do, to vote on election day. 
And when you get them headed to the polls, 
remind them if they want a stronger America, 
a safer America, and a better America, to put 
me and Dick Cheney back in office. 

It’s an amazing line of work, isn’t it, where 
you get your daughter to introduce you in 
front of thousands of people. I’m really proud 
of Jenna and Barbara. Laura and I love them 
dearly. I want to thank them for their help 
on the campaign trail. And it warms my heart 
and strengthens my spirit to be campaigning 
with somebody I love a lot. 

I wish Laura were here today, speaking 
about loving somebody a lot. When I asked 
her to marry me, she was a public school 
librarian, didn’t much care for politics or 
politicians. [Laughter] She said, ‘‘Fine, I’ll 
marry you, just so long as I never have to 
give a speech.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Okay, 
you’ve got a deal.’’ Fortunately, she didn’t 
hold me to that pledge. She’s speaking a lot, 
and when she does, the American people get 
to see a compassionate, strong, great First 
Lady in Laura Bush. 

I’m proud of my runningmate, Dick Che-
ney. He did a great job in his debate the 
other night. I admit it, he doesn’t have the 
waviest hair. [Laughter] But I didn’t pick him 
for his hairdo. I picked him because he’s a 
man of sound judgment and great experi-
ence. I picked him because he’s getting the 
job done for the American people. 

I’m honored to be on the platform with 
the next United States Senator from Colo-
rado, Pete Coors. I hope when you’re turning 
out the vote for me, you turn out the vote 
for Pete as well. He’ll be taking the place 
of a really fine fellow in Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell. I’ve enjoyed working with Senator 
Campbell. He’s served your State well. And 
Pete will be serving alongside another fine 
United States Senator in Wayne Allard. I ap-
preciate Wayne being here. Thanks for com-
ing, Joan. It’s good to see you. 

I’m honored to be on the stage with a great 
Governor of the State of Colorado, Bill 
Owens. He’s doing a fine job. I know some-
thing about being a Governor. I was one. 

You’ve got a great Congressman from this 
district in Joel Hefley. I’m proud that he’s 
here, and how about his wife, State Rep-
resentative Lynn Hefley. I told Joel the other 
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